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A Daily Devotion Guide for ADVENT 2021 

This week, our theme is JOY. This year I enrolled in an online course called “An Artfully Inspired Life” by 
Joanne Sharpe, which had a theme of ‘Be a Joy-Maker’. One of the first assignments was to create a page 
in my journal titled ‘Found Joy’. This was a place to record joyful things that I experienced over the year. 
Those of you who know me won’t be shocked to hear there were a lot of joyful moments surrounding our 
first grandchild and my garden. However, when I looked back over the entries, there were some others 
that surprised me – blue sky after smoke, coming home and smelling dinner cooking, receiving approval 
from the bank for the loan to fix our church building. One more that rather surprised me was attending 
church services in person. I had become used to watching the online services in my pyjamas, drinking 
coffee, and puttering around the house as I listened and sang along. I must admit I was a little reluctant 
to give up that rather slapdash approach to worship. I was amazed at the feeling of joy I had when I finally 
gave up my casual attitude and made the effort to attend worship in person. Oh, to be in fellowship again! 
Oh, to be inside our church family home again! It truly is a gift to once again worship in person, inside – 
and to do that during this season of Advent is truly joyful! Thanks be to God! 
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Readings, Thoughts and Prayers 

Sunday, December 12  

Reading: Psalm 16:11 “You make known to me the path of life, you will fill me with joy in your presence”  

Thought:  Last Tuesday you contemplated on the path of God which leads to peace. Then on Thursday 
you contemplated how to create a path for Jesus straight into your heart. Today, your task 
is to contemplate the path of life. The psalmist says here that God will not only show you 
this path, but will also fill you with joy. As you move through this season of Advent, you 
are encouraged to seek out God’s presence of hope, peace, and love so that you will feel 
the overwhelming joy that comes with abundant life. This is the path of true life. What 
does this path look like to you? 

Prayer:  Wonderful Father God – I welcome your presence. Guide me and keep me on the path to a 
true and fulfilling life. 

Monday, December 13 

Reading: 3 John 1:4 “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.” 

Thought:  The reading today may need a little explanation. First of all, the verse does not refer to the 
writer’s biological children, but to those under his spiritual guidance – his spiritual children. 
As well, the epistles of 1,2 and 3 John are traditionally attributed to the writer of the Gospel 
of John and in John 14:6 you are told - Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the 
life.’  So…the phrase “walking in the truth” refers to following the way of Jesus, rather than 
staying away from telling lies. All of you who read these devotions may not be my spiritual 
children, but you are certainly my spiritual friends, walking with me on my faith journey. 
Hearing from you when you comment on these devotions or answer the questions posted 
online gives me great joy. Do you have people who give you joy? 

Prayer:  Holy Jesus- you have called me friend. Guide me to those who will provide me with the joy 
that comes from spiritual friendship. 

Tuesday, December 14 

Reading: Zephaniah 3:14 “Sing, O Daughter of Zion; shout aloud O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all 
your heart!” 

Thought:  What a joyous vision this gives me. Singing and shouting for Joy – being glad, rejoicing with 
everything you have. A dear friend in the Sanctuary course shared this phrase with me – 
Peace is joy at rest. Joy is peace on its feet. I agree with this close relationship between 
peace and joy. If you are at peace, you are also quietly feeling joyful. In order to be truly 
joyful, you must be free from discord and conflict. Advent is a time to seek out hope, peace 
love and joy. What does being joyful with all your heart mean to you? 

Prayer:  Holy Spirit – fill my heart with joy and gladness, help me to rejoice. 
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Wednesday, December 15 

Reading: Zephaniah 3:20 “At that time I will gather 
you, at that time I will bring you home.” 

Thought:  Christmas often brings families together 
from far away. We make an effort to 
promote peace within our families to have 
a joyous Christmas. Sometimes families 
are prevented from being together, 
sometimes conflict within a family makes it impossible. Some people have no family – they 
live alone and have no living relatives. No matter what situation you find yourself in this 
Christmas, remember you are a child of God. The congregation of Southwood United is a 
collection of brothers and sisters in Christ and you are always welcome in God’s house. 
Robert Frost said “Home is the place where, when you have to go there, they have to take 
you in.” A church home is more than that. A church home is where, when you go there, 
they welcome you with open arms, and do their best to joyfully fulfill whatever need you 
might have. We gather as a family in our church home especially during Advent and most 
of all on Christmas Eve. We plan on having several services then. Which Christmas Eve 
service do you plan to attend? 

Prayer:  Holy Child – I am so glad I belong to your family and look forward with joy to celebrating 
your birth. 

Thursday, December 16 

Reading: Luke 3:9 “The axe is already at the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will 
be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

Thought:  We usually shy away from verses like this. God is loving and all-forgiving, and this 
forgiveness and love is freely given. Living life as a Christian also has certain responsibilities 
and expectations. Sometimes the simplest things can be the most difficult and it is part of 
human nature to want the easy way. One thing that has been noticed in our congregation 
is that many of us are satisfied with serving passively. We are very good at participating 
and responding. If we are asked to volunteer or to donate warm clothing or food or other 
items for projects the response is overwhelming. Our learning circles and Bible studies are 
filled. Yet this is only part of what is needed to further the kingdom of God. What is missing 
is leadership and responsibility from our congregational members. Our staff and council 
will be seeking people to serve in this capacity in the new year. A church needs people to 
make decisions as well as participate just as an apple tree needs someone to decide what 
fertilizer to use as well as someone to provide it. How will you bear good fruit? 

Prayer:  All-powerful God – I confess that I have sometimes been satisfied with simply participating 
and have not always acted to further your kingdom. Guide me to be even more active in 
my role as a member of your church. 
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Friday, December 17 

Reading: Isaiah 12:3 “with JOY you will draw water from wells of salvation.” 

Thought:  Salvation is a source of incredible, overwhelming joy. Isaiah tells us that our salvation is 
not just a puddle, but a well. Wells are a deep brimming sources of cool fresh water, and 
the well of salvation is a deep brimming source of refreshing, invigorating and inspirational 
joy. Perhaps today you will go to that well and drink deeply from the water of life and 
experience the joy of salvation in a new way. How are you feeling the joy of salvation 
today? 

Prayer:  Holy Child Jesus – I give joy and thanks for your birth and the promise of eternal salvation. 

Saturday, December 18 

Reading: John 15:11 “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and your joy may be complete.” 

Thought:  I mentioned in the introduction to this week’s devotions that I engaged in the “An Artfully 
Inspired Life” by Joanne Sharpe. Part of this series was to sign the ‘Joy-Maker Manifesto’, 
which can be summarized as - I will see joy, I will think joy, I will find joy, I will make joy, I 
will BE JOY. Jesus is saying in this Bible verse for today that you have been told the good 
news of the gospel so you can be truly joyful and experience first-hand the joy of God’s 
love. The Joy Manifesto has helped me in my spiritual life as well as in my creative life. The 
joy that comes from knowing God, accepting Jesus as your saviour and asking the Holy 
Spirit into your heart is the joy of being truly alive – now and forever. Can you feel this 
complete JOY? 

Prayer:  Loving and Joyous God – I give praise and thanks for you holy word, the joy you bestow 
upon me and the joy I am called to give others. 

 

 

 


